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The aim of the recycling label system is to offer clear and consistent guidance on
packaging disposal to consumers based on actual recyclability in South Africa,
as well as to educate customers on available packaging disposal methods.

This Visual Guideline has been developed by the SA Plastics Pact and their
members for use by product developers in their design of packaging labels.
This guide makes it easier for packaging designers to include clear and accurate
On-Pack Recycling Labels (OPRLs) on their products to inform their customers of
what to do with the packaging once they are finished with it.

The labelling system is made up of individual blocks that reference
either the source or disposal/recycling.

These individual blocks can be used on their own or in conjunction
with each other, depending on the packaging components.

The recycling label system should be applied consistently on all
packaging. The resin identification code placement should not be
adjacent to OPRL labelling. Ideally, the identification code will be
placed on the base of the pack as communication to collectors.
Moulded plastics should carry the applicable resin identification code.

The blocks should always be organised according to the way you would
“unpack” the packaging. For example, on raw meat, the customer would
first remove the SLEEVE, then the FILM, then the PAD and finally the TRAY.

The SOURCE block should appear on the furthest left side.

LIDDING fILM

NOT RECYCLED NOT RECYCLED

SLEEVE

RECYCLE

TRAY

SOURCE

RECYCLED
PLASTIC

MADE FROM
A MINIMUM 

TRAY

PLASTIC PLASTICPAPER

SPECIAL
INSTRUCTION

MATERIAL SOURCE

Recyclability definition

SPECIAL INSTRUCTIONS

PACKAGING COMPONENT

PACKAGING MATERIAL

RECYCLABILITY ICON

DISPOSAL INDICATION

Indicates which materials are used in
each packaging component (eg. including
recycled content, or plant-based polymer).
Note: this is a voluntary element.

Packaging is considered recyclable when it is designed, collected, and processed in ways that ensure it can be 
successfully recycled into new products at end-of-life (where there is sufficient market demand for the resulting 
recyclate). For more info, please consult this recyclability position statement.

Specific directions for the consumer to ensure successful recycling (See pg 16).
e.g. EMPTY & REPLACE CAP, RECYCLE IF CLEAN & DRY,

RINSE BEFORE RECYCLING, RINSE & INSERT LID.

The specific part of the package referenced by the label.
For standard component names see pg 17.

Identifies the material type of packaging component.

Indicates the recyclability of
the packaging component.
For the correct recyclability icon,
see decision table on pg 19 to 24.

Indicates whether the component
is recyclable or not by stating either:
‘RECYCLE’ or ‘NOT RECYCLED’
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LIDDING fILMSLEEVE

 

RECYCLE

TRAY

SOURCE

RECYCLED

 

PLASTIC

MADE FROM
A MINIMUM 

TRAY

PLASTIC PLASTIC

PAD

NOT RECYCLEDNOT RECYCLEDNOT RECYCLED
PLASTICPAPER

 

PAPER SLEEVE

PLASTIC FILM

PLASTIC PAD

PLASTIC TRAY

Customer would remove this part of the packaging first.

Customer would remove this after removing the paper sleeve.

Customer would discard the absorbent pad.

Lastly, customer would discard the tray.

21 3 4

1.

2.

3.

4.

35 %

35 %

https://www.saplasticspact.org.za/sa-plastics-pact-recyclability-position-statement/
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Special instructions should be included above the item in question.
For example, for PET drinks bottles, the customer should be advised to
place the CAP back onto the BOTTLE.

Further detail about Special Instructions can be found on page 16.

The labelling system is made up of individual blocks that reference
either the source or disposal/recycling.

These individual blocks can be used on their own or in conjunction
with each other, depending on the packaging components.
Example of a liquid carton container:
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BOTTLECAP

 RECYCLE RECYCLE RECYCLE

LABEL

PLASTICPLASTIC
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REPLACE CAP DO NOT
REMOVE

1

PLASTIC

BOTTLE CAP

PLASTIC CAP
BOTTLE

LIQUID CARTON
LABEL

Customer would be advised to keep this on the bottle.

Customer would remove this part of the packaging first.
PET beverage bottles are widely recycled.

Customer would be advised to dispose of the recyclable
and not recycled items separately.Customer would be advised to leave the label on the bottle.

1.

1.
2.

2.
3.

2

1
LIqUID CARTONCAP

 RECYCLE

CARTON

SOURCE

RECYCLED
PAPER

MADE FROM
A MINIMUM

PAPERPLASTIC

 

DISPOSE
SEPARATELY

RECYCLE

35  %



CARRY PACK / LABEL

GLASS BOTTLE

METAL CAP

Customer would remove this part of the packaging first.

Customer would remove this after removing the carry pack.

Lastly, customer would discard the cap.

1.

2.

3.

 

CAP

RECYCLERECYCLE

BOTTLE

 RECYCLE

CARRY PACK

SOURCE

RECYCLED 
PAPER

MADE FROM
A MINIMUM

 

CARRY PACK
& LABEL

METAL

 

35 %

2 3
1

4

PAPER GLASS
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The labelling system is made up of individual blocks that reference
either the source or disposal/recycling.

These individual blocks can be used on their own or in conjunction
with each other, depending on the packaging components.

It is important that the material identification codes continue to appear
on the packaging separately from the OPRL. These codes are used
by the plastic recycling communities even if they are not actively
used by consumers.

With reference to non-plastic materials the inclusion of the material
identification code is to be added at the discretion of the packaging
or product designer.
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The blocks should always be organised according to the way you 
would “unpack” the packaging. OPRLs should be printed on the 
outer most packaging layer, in this instance, the carry pack.

If units are sold separately, which is often the case, units should
have an OPRL on their labels.

To guide the inclusion of the material identification code, and to
attempt to avoid confusion at the consumer level, the recommendations
below have been made following rigorous consultation with industry:

Material Identification Codes (MICs) are often mistaken for recycling symbols by customers.  
This means packaging can end up in the wrong bin, resulting in contamination and lost resources  
which is why it’s important to differentiate MICs from OPRLs.

1)   �The symbol will comprise of a solid triangle with the resin code in centre.

2)   �In the event of the plastics MIC being a “7” (seven) for “other” it is required that 
the materials used to create the ‘other’ resin are all listed underneath symbol.

3)   �Material identification code symbol should be positioned at a distance from the OPRL  
as to not create confusion for the customer and:

	 a.    �Shall be clearly embossed/debossed to form part of the physical character of all rigid  
plastic packaging (i.e. it should be included in the mould design/decoration).

	 b.    �Shall be clearly printed on labels or other flexible packaging formats that do not  
allow for the inclusion of the design to be embossed/debossed into the physical  
characteristics of the packaging.

	 c.   � �In some instances only the number may be included if space is a limitation, e.g. only  
the number four inside the triangle may be used without adding ‘LDPE’ underneath.

 

 
 

 

 

Poly-ethylene
terephthalate

High density
polyethylene

Polyvinyl 
chloride

Low density
Polypropylene

Polypropylene

Polystyrene

PET

HDPE

PVC

LDPE

PP

PS



FONTS COLOUR PALETTE
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The font used for the recycling system is Futura LT.

Please see below for a more detailed description
of what font weight is used where.

Wherever possible it’s best to utilise the “full” colour version as customers resonate with the colour 
green and can easily identify that something is recyclable.

Where there are colour constraints, there is a black and white version that may be used.
If a single colour is used for the label, this colour can be used for the OPRL too.

Note: the Pantone is the proposed default colour, your brand can use a different green if preferred.
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TRAY
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RECYCLED 
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35 %

FUTURA LT BOOK (BOLD) FUTURA LT BOOK (BOLD)

FUTURA LT BOOK (BOLD)

FUTURA LT MEDIUM (REGULAR)

FUTURA LT MEDIUM (BOLD)

FUTURA LT MEDIUM (REGULAR)

FUTURA LT BOOK (BOLD)

White on grey. Black on white.

Black on white.

Black on white.

GREEN
Pantone 5301 C
C:62 M:0 Y:95 K:0

GREY
C:0 M:0 Y:0 K:70

BLACK
Pantone Black C



SIZE LIMITATIONS PRIMARY FORMATS
EXAMPLES OF
PORTRAIT USE
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The minimum width for the individual blocks is 7mm.

It is advised that if it has to be smaller than 7mm, it shouldn’t be used.

Note: The black colour segments of these OPRLs can be replaced by
the predominant colour of the packaging print.

The labelling system can be either portrait or landscape depending
on space constraints on the back of the pack.

Below shows the primary portrait format.
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PRIMARY FORMAT – 7 MM WIDTH MINIMUM

SECONDARY FORMAT 14 MM WIDTH MINIMUM

7mm

14 mm

SLEEVE
PAPER

 RECYCLABLE
RECYCLED 
PAPER

MADE FROM A MINIMUM

95 %

SOURCE
SLEEVE

SOURCE
SLEEVE

MADE FROM A MINIMUM
RECYCLED 
PAPER95 %

SLEEVE
PAPER

 

RECYCLABLE

ON PACK EXAMPLE – BACK OF PACK

MINIMUM FONT SIZE - FUTURA LT MEDIUM

3pt

WWW�WOOLWORTHS�CO�ZA� RECYCLE

RECYCLABLE

LIDDING FILM

NOT RECYCLED NOT RECYCLED

SLEEVE

 RECYCLE

TRAY

SOURCE

35 %
RECYCLED 
PLASTIC

MADE FROM 
A MINIMUM 

TRAY

SPECIAL
INSTRUCTION

PLASTIC PLASTICPAPER

 

LIDDING fILMSLEEVE
 

TRAY

SOURCE

RECYCLED

 

PLASTIC

MADE FROM 
A MINIMUM 

TRAY

SPECIAL
INSTRUCTION

PLASTIC PLASTICPAPER
NOT RECYCLED

PLASTIC
NOT RECYCLEDNOT RECYCLEDNOT RECYCLED

PLASTIC

fLATTEN AND
REPLACE CAP

RECYCLE
PAPER

SLEEVE LIqUID CARTONLIqUID CARTON

fLATTEN AND
REPLACE CAP

RECYCLE
PLASTIC

CAP

RECYCLE

35%



LIDDING fILMSLEEVE

 

TRAY

SOURCE

RECYCLED 
PLASTIC

MADE FROM 
A MINIMUM 

TRAY

SPECIAL
INSTRUCTION

fLATTEN AND
REPLACE CAP

SLEEVE

fLATTEN AND
REPLACE CAP

SLEEVE

NOT RECYCLEDNOT RECYCLEDNOT RECYCLED NOT RECYCLED
PLASTIC PLASTICPAPER PLASTIC

RECYCLE
PAPER PLASTIC

RECYCLE
PAPER

RECYCLE

PRIMARY FORMATS
PORTRAIT
BLACK ON WHITE

PRIMARY FORMATS
PORTRAIT
WHITE ON BLACK
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Below shows the primary portrait black on white format.

If a single colour is used for the label, this colour can be  
used for the OPRL too.

Below shows the primary portrait white on black format.
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LIDDING fILM

NOT RECYCLED NOT RECYCLED NOT RECYCLED NOT RECYCLED

SLEEVE

 

TRAY

SOURCE

RECYCLED 
PLASTIC

MADE FROM 
A MINIMUM 

TRAY

SPECIAL
INSTRUCTION

PLASTIC PLASTICPAPER PLASTIC

fLATTEN AND
REPLACE CAP

RECYCLE
PAPER

SLEEVE

PLASTIC

fLATTEN AND
REPLACE CAP

RECYCLE
PAPER

SLEEVE

RECYCLE

35 35% %

LIqUID CARTON LIqUID CARTONLIqUID CARTON LIqUID CARTON



SECONDARY
FORMATS
LANDSCAPE

SECONDARY
FORMATS
LANDSCAPE
BLACK AND WHITE
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Below shows the secondary landscape format. Below shows the secondary landscape format in black and white.

If a single colour is used for the label, this colour can be used
for the OPRL too.
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SOURCE
SLEEVE

MADE FROM A MINIMUM
RECYCLED 
PAPER95 %

SLEEVE
PAPER

 RECYCLE

TRAY
PLASTIC

 RECYCLE

NOT RECYCLED

LIDDING fILM
PLASTIC

  

RECYCLED 
PAPER

MADE FROM A MINIMUM

95 %

SOURCE
SLEEVE SLEEVE

PAPER
 RECYCLE

SLEEVE
PAPER

 RECYCLE

LIDDING fILM
PLASTIC

  NOT RECYCLED

SOURCE
SLEEVE

MADE FROM A MINIMUM
RECYCLED 
PAPER95 %

SLEEVE
PAPER

 RECYCLE

TRAY
PLASTIC

 RECYCLE

LIDDING fILM
PLASTIC

  

RECYCLED 
PAPER

MADE FROM A MINIMUM

95 %

SOURCE
SLEEVE SLEEVE

PAPER
 RECYCLE

SLEEVE
PAPER

 RECYCLE

LIDDING fILM
PLASTIC

  NOT RECYCLED

RECYCLE



SPECIAL
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PACKAGING
COMPONENTS
STANDARD REFERENCE
NAMES AND  
DEFINITIONS
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Some packaging formats require special instructions to ensure
customers know how to correctly handle their packaging before
placing it in the bin.

The table below provides a few examples but is not an exhaustive list,
any special instructions should be as succinct as possible.

These standard reference names refer to the main
packaging component types.

Please use these names in the Packaging Component
section of your OPRLs
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Empty and replace cap 	 On fruit juice bottles

Empty contents and	 Applicable to items where the container and closure are both
re-attach closure	 recyclable according to the Decision Table, but the lid needs
	 to be re-attached to get into the recycling stream because of size.

Recycle if clean & dry 	 Specific to microwaveable meals – usually PP	

Replace cap 	 On glass bottles/containers

Separate lidding 	 On ready meals as film could be multilayer
	 PE and not PP.

Separate plastic film 	 On boxes of chocolates that have plastic wrap on
	 outside

Separate plastic window	 On gift boxes with plastic windows
	 Need to state that box is recycled and window is not

Separate pump	 On household cleaners with pump action nozzles

Separate shrink sleeve 	 The full body labels on plastic bottles

Rinse before recycling	 On recyclable containers that are eaten out of
	 e.g. yoghurt tubs

Flatten and replace cap 	 Used under instruction from the supplier or recycler.
	 Mainly pertaining to improved recycling collections

SPECIAL INSTRUCTION	 EXAMPLE OF ITS APPLICATION
AEROSOL

BAG

BARREL / KEG / DRUM

BASE

BLISTER

BOTTLE

CAN

CARD

CARTON / BOX

CUP

JAR

LID

LIDDING FILM

PAD

PARTITION / FITMENT

SACK

SHEET

SLEEVE

STRAP / BAND / NETTING

TAG

TIN

TRAY / PUNNET

TUB / POT

TUBE

WRAP

A dispenser that holds a substance under pressure and that can release it as a fine spray.

A flexible package with a single opening, could be flat, standup (doypack), quad seal, wallet, sachet, etc.

A cylindrical or bulging cylindrical-shaped rigid container that holds liquids, hollow with flat ends.

Supplied in flat film form for use as a base on vacuum packaging machines.

Packaging in which a product is sealed between a cardboard or plastic backing and clear plastic cover.

A rigid vessel used for drinks or other liquids, typically cylindrical, with or without handles, and with a narrow 
neck that can be plugged or capped, including small rigid, sterile and sealed ampoules & vials.

An airtight, sealed, rigid metal container for food, drink, paint etc.

A rigid insert or header.

A rigid container made out of solid or corrugated, coated and/or laminated board or plastic, die cut and folded.

A small, open deep container, usually with a flat bottom.

A rigid vessel, usually cylindrical or rectangular, with a wide mouth and without handles.

A movable, rigid top or cover (hinged or separate) for closing the opening at the top of a box, cup, tub or other containers.

Printed or unprinted flexible film used to cover and seal rigid or semi-rigid containers.

A thick piece of soft material, typically used to protect or shape something, or to absorb liquid.

A vertical or horizontal structure that divides, keeps apart or separates.

A large bag of strong, coarse material for holding objects in bulk.

A broad and thin piece of material or surface, generally rectangular, such as paper, film, plastic, metal, glass, or plywood.

A small case which is fitted around an object.

An elongated thin strip or loop of flexible material for binding and securing things together or holding something in position.

A label written or printed on paper, cardboard, or plastic, attached to something to provide information.

A rigid container made of tinplate for dry foods such as tea, flour, biscuits, or other products.

A broad, shallow basket/container with raised edge or rim, or a shallow box generally without a top, but could have a hinged 
lid (clamshell), used for packing, carrying, holding or displaying articles.

An open, flat-bottomed rigid container, usually round and typically wider than it is deep.

A hollow, cylindrical-shaped container or a small, flexible cylindrical container sealed at one end and having a screw cap at 
the other, for pigments, toothpaste, or other paste-like substances.

A flexible covering (usually paper, cellophane or plastic film) used for wrapping of products
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Recyclable Packaging

In Practice

At Scale

Material Recycling

Compostable Packaging

Reusable Packaging

Reuse of packaging

Recyclability and the under  
development category 

A packaging or packaging component is recyclable if its successful post-consumer collection, sorting, and recycling is proven to 
work ‘in practice’ and ‘at scale’. In order to prove recycling “in practice and at scale”, a threshold of 30% output recycling rate 
must be achieved on average across the country. For more details, the SA Plastics Pact recyclability position statement can be 
accessed here. 

The recycling system (end-to-end system from consumer to recycled material) effectively recycles at least 30% of all packaging of 
that type put on the market.

Recycling of a certain packaging type needs to be proven to work in practice in multiple regions, collectively repr senting a 
significant geographical area in terms of population size, ideally across different country and city archtypes. This to indicate that 
the recycling in practice is replicable, and that the design of the packaging is not the barrier to realise recycling in practice in 
other countries.

Reprocessing, by means of a manufacturing process, of a used packaging material into a product, a component incorporated 
into a product, or a secondary (recycled) raw material; excluding energy recovery and the use of the product as a fuel.

A packaging or packaging component is compostable if it is in compliance with relevant international or local compostability 
standards and if its successful post-consumer collection, (sorting), and composting is proven to work in practice and at scale.

Packaging which has been designed to accomplish or proves its ability to accomplish a minimum number of trips or rotations in 
a system for reuse.

Operation by which packaging is refilled or used for the same purpose it was conceived, with or without the support of auxiliary 
products present on the market, enabling the packaging to be refilled.

The SA Plastics Pact OPRL scheme is based on the Pact’s recyclability definition. Materials that are proven to achieve an recy-
cling rate of at least 30% are eligible to use the “Recycle” OPRL. The OPRL remains a binary system, with materials classified  
as either “Recycle” or “Not Recycled.” Recognising that South Africa’s recycling system continues to evolve, the SA Plastics  
Pact provides a temporary under development pathway for qualifying material streams that are currently recycled below the 
30% threshold. This pathway is intended to support the development and scaling of recycling systems where there is credible 
evidence that on-pack recyclability labelling will materially contribute to increased collection, recycling and market development.  
Approval under this pathway is temporary, subject to ongoing review, and may be withdrawn where sufficient progress towards 
the required recycling rate is not demonstrated.

Eligibility 
requirements

Materials currently recycled below the 30% threshold may be labelled as “Recycle” under the Under Development pathway, 
provided the following conditions are met:

1. Formal commitment

    �Producers, or a recognised Producer Responsibility Organisation (PRO) or industry body acting on behalf of producers of the 
relevant material stream, must submit a formal letter to the SA Plastics Pact Secretariat confirming their commitment to meeting 
the requirements of the Under Development pathway within the agreed timelines.

2. Evidence-based development plan

    �Producers must demonstrate that the material is already being collected and recycled in South Africa, albeit below the  
30% output recycling threshold.

    �Producers must submit an EPR plan in accordance with the applicable EPR Regulations to the Department of Forestry,  
Fisheries and the Environment (DFFE), which should:

    - demonstrate how the material will achieve an output recycling rate of at least 30%;

    - include measurable interim targets and milestones showing the pathway towards achieving the 30% threshold;

    - demonstrate existing or planned collection, sorting and recycling capacity;

    - provide evidence of viable end markets or off-take demand for the recycled material.

3. Monitoring and reporting

    �Producers must provide periodic progress updates demonstrating progress against the agreed milestones and  
implementation plan.

    Continued eligibility under the Under Development pathway will be subject to progress towards the agreed objectives.

4. Review and approval

    �Applications submitted under the Under Development pathway will be reviewed by relevant technical experts, and where 
appropriate, the SA Plastics Pact Steering Committee.

5. Producer responsibility

    �Producers may fulfil their EPR and OPRL obligations through membership and participation in a recognised PRO.  
However, responsibility for complying with the requirements of the Under Development pathway ultimately remains  
with the producers placing the material on the market.
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https://www.saplasticspact.org.za/sa-plastics-pact-recyclability-position-statement/


DECISION TABLE
CHOOSING THE
CORRECT OPRL

The following table provides a reference list for packaging
components, products and material types. It also shows the appropriate
recycling status of each item with the correct OPRL symbol.

Please note: the table below is a guide. If there are uncertainties,
contact the SA Plastics Pact to ensure that correct labels are applied.
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This table does not capture the full complexity of designing packaging for 
recycling. Please refer to the Design for Earth tool for accurate and more 
nuanced guidance. For support in improving the design of your packaging, 
please access the Design for Circularity guide (available here) or reach out 
to the SA Plastics Pact team.

BAGS - SwEETS

BLISTER PACKAGING

BLISTER PACKAGING

BOTTLES - BATH SOAPS

BOTTLES - HONEY

BOTTLES - HOSPITALITY

BOTTLES - PHARMACEUTICAL

wRAPPING

wRAPPING - GIFT wRAPPING

BAGS - STORAGE

BAGS - UTILITY

CLING wRAP

POUCHES

wRAPPING - FOOD

SHRINK SLEEVES

PROTECTIVE PACKAGING

TAKE-AwAY FOOD CONTAINERS

TRAYS - FRESH PRODUCE

TRAYS - MEAT AND CHICKEN

TRAYS - TAKE-AwAY

VENDING CUPS

COFFEE CUP LIDS

TRAYS - LIDS

TUBS - DAIRY

TUBS - DAIRY

VENDING CUPS

BAGS

BAGS - BREAD AND CONFECTIONERY

BAGS - BULK

PVC-U

PVC-U

PVC-U

PVC-U

PVC-U

PVC-U

PVC-U

PVC-U

PVC-U

PVC-P

PVC-P

PVC-P

PVC-P

PVC-P

PVC

PS-E

PS-E

PS-E

PS-E

PS-E

PS-E

PS-E

PS-E

PS-E

PS-E

PS-E

PP

PP

PP

Thin, crinkly films for sweets and confectionery; printed or coloured

Glued onto cardboard

Separate from support board

Personal care products

Twist wrap sweet wrappers

See-through wrapping for gift packs

Large storage bags with plastic zip closures - purchased with linen products, for example

Clear, used for DIY hand tools and accessories packaging

Clear wrapping for meat / chicken, fresh produce, cheese or processed meats

Clear; used for clothing or linen packaging

Clingwrap

Labels

For example electronic goods

Fruit and vegetables

Foamed

Clear for Confectionery trays

Yogurt

Yogurt portion packs

Thin, not foamed

Clear

woven; Lined or coated; white or coloured; Printed or unprinted

Contamination risk with PP films

Too small to collect or sort

Too small to collect or sort

Contamination risk with PP films

Due to contamination

Contamination and hygiene principles

Collection system being put in place

Collection system being put in place

Collection system being put in place

Collection system being put in place

Not all recyclers have suitable shredding equipment;
 

PRODUCT / COMPONENT MATERIAL
RECYCLE

NOT RECYCLED OTHER COMMENTS AND NOTESMARKET SECTOR / ATTACHMENTS / DECORATION /
SLEEVES  / COLOUR / NOTES

Nylon webbing; Polyester stitching

DECISION TABLE  
continued
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BAGS - FRESH PRODUCE

BAGS - HAwKER BAGS

BAGS - wOVEN

BAGS - wOVEN

BAGS / PACKETS

BAGS- FRESH PRODUCE

BOTTLES - DOMESTIC CARE

BOTTLES - FOOD RELATED

BOTTLES - PERSONAL CARE

BOTTLES - PHARMACEUTICAL

BOTTLES wITH DISPENSERS

BUCKETS - DOMESTIC CARE

BUCKETS - FOOD RELATED

BUCKETS - FOOD RELATED

BUCKETS - PAINT

BUCKETS wITH METAL HANDLES

CLOSURES, CAPS, SCREw TOPS

CONTAINERS

CONTAINERS

CONTAINERS

CRATES

DISPENSERS

DRAwSTRING

DRINKING STRAwS

JARS

JARS

JARS - DOMESTIC CARE

JARS - PERSONAL CARE

LABELS

LABELS

SHEETS - CORRUGATED

SHEETS - CORRUGATED

PP

PP

PP

PP

PP

PP

PP

PP

PP

PP

PP

PP

PP

PP

PP

PP

PP

PP

PP

PP

PP

PP

PP

PP

PP

PP

PP

PP

PP

PP

PP

PP

PP

PP

Harvest bags; Open weave; Coloured

Printed or unprinted

Re-usable shopping bags

white or cream coloured - unprinted

Printed

Snacks and Chips

Clear, with minimal printing (<10% coverage)

Dispensing closure

Yogurt, cottage cheese and other dairy products

Non-dairy

white, black or coloured; printed or labeled

Storage containers with or without lids

Metal hinges, closures and wheels

Food storage with push over or screw on lids

Including old and damaged crates

Fresh produce, Cosmetics, etc. 

Left in beverage bottles or cans; part of sit-down restaurant waste

Multi-layer with PS or SAN inners or outers

Jars decorated with in mould labels; Paper labels; Printed, etc.

Reverse printed, laminated PP labels and BOPP - separated from release layer

Reverse printed, laminated PP labels and BOPP - still attached to release layer

Furniture- and fridge backing sheets, etc.

Folded and fabricated into storage boxes or transit packaging

Not all recyclers have suitable shredding equipment

No metal zips

Contamination risk with PET non-woven bags

Contamination risk with PET non-woven bags

Not all recyclers have suitable shredding equipment

Not all recyclers have suitable shredding equipment

Residual contents could be excessive

Dispensers to be removed

Residual contents could be excessive

All metal components need to be removed

All metal components need to be removed

Unknown components; could include metal 

If integral with PP bag or cloth
Huge risk of contamination with biodegradable and   

Residual contents could be excessive

Residual contents could be excessive

PRODUCT / COMPONENT MATERIAL
RECYCLE

NOT RECYCLED OTHER COMMENTS AND NOTES
MARKET SECTOR / ATTACHMENTS / DECORATION /
SLEEVES  / COLOUR / NOTES

compostable products - 
 

cannot be used for recycled
 content products anymore.

Zip closures and handles

BAGS - non woven fibre

BAGS - non woven fibre

Labeled with stick-on labels using water-soluble adhesive

INSULATED PACKAGING clean & dry boxes

https://www.saplasticspact.org.za/design-for-circularity-guideline-published/
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SHRINK SLEEVES

SHRINK wRAP

STRAINERS AND SIEVES

STRAPPING TAPES

STRAPPING TAPES

STRAwS - DRINKING

TRAYS - FOOD RELATED

TRAYS - FRESH PRODUCE

TRAYS - MEAT AND CHICKEN

TUBES - FOOD RELATED

TUBES - PERSONAL CARE

TUBS

TUBS - DAIRY

TUBS - READY MEALS

TUBS - FOOD RELATED

wRAPPING

BOTTLES - PERSONAL CARE

BOTTLES

BOTTLES

BOTTLES

BOTTLES

BOTTLES - COOL DRINK

BOTTLES - COOL DRINK

BOTTLES - FOOD RELATED

BOTTLES - HOSPITALITY

BOTTLES - PERSONAL CARE

BOTTLES - wATER

BOTTLES - wATER

JARS - FOOD RELATED

JARS - FOOD RELATED

PORTION PACKS - CONDIMENTS

SHRINK SLEEVES

TRAYS

POUCHES - REFILL

POUCHES - REFILL

PP

PP

PP

PP

PP

PP

PP

PP

PP

PP

PP

PP

PP

PP

PP

PP

PETG

PET

PET

PET

PET

PET

PET

PET

PET

PET

PET

PET

PET

PET

PET

PET

PET

PE+PET (+PP)

PE+PET (+PP)

Outer wrapping around boxes

Body and netting to be plastic

white

Black or coloured

Prepared meals

Fruit and vegetables

Decorated with in mould labels; paper labels; Printed, etc.

Margarine, cheese, yogurt and ice cream

Prepared meals

Chicken livers; Dips

Confectionery; Biscuits

Bottles with shrink sleeves in PET or PVC

Bottles with wrap-around PP sleeve

Bottles with shrink sleeves in PP

Printed 

Clear; light blue

Coloured

Sauces, Chutneys, incl oil based products like mayonnaise, peanut butter and edible oils

Smaller than 100 ml

Clear or light blue

Clear; light blue

Coloured

Using: non-waterbased label adhesives, oily contents, or coloured PET

Clear, label with water-soluble adhesive, water based contents

Portion packs issued for take-away meals or in sit-down restaurants

All

Detergents, coffee, custard, baking accessories, etc. - Post-consumer

Detergents, coffee, custard, baking accessories, etc. - Factory waste

Contamination risk with biodegradable and compostable straws

Residual contents could be excessive

Residual contents could be excessive

 

Printing contaminates recyclate

Too small to be picked, transported or conveyed

Pertinent for oil based personal care,

Water-soluble adhesives on paper labels

Contaminants which negate recyclability include adhesives,

No facility to separate different materials; 

No sorting or washing capacity at few polyplank producers

Small volumes captured in polyplank applications if clean

PRODUCT / COMPONENT MATERIAL
RECYCLE

NOT RECYCLED OTHER COMMENTS AND NOTES
MARKET SECTOR / ATTACHMENTS / DECORATION /
SLEEVES  / COLOUR / NOTES

 and uncontaminatedents could be excessive

No sorting or washing capacity

 in recycling plant

 Cannot separate from PET
Bottles should also be differentiated by colour, as for COOL 

but not water based personal care

DRINK bottles below.Printing on shrink sleeves contaminate
 recyclate;

 oils and colour

. Recyclability depends on the colour of the bottle.
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SACHETS - CONDIMENTS

FILMS - LIDDING

PALLET wRAP

wRAPPING - FOOD

BAGS - BREAD

BAGS - CLEAR, PRINTED OR COLOURED

BAGS - COMBINATION FILM AND NETTING

BAGS - COMPOST

BAGS - FERTILISER

BAGS - FOOD STUFF

BAGS - FRESH PRODUCE

BAGS - FROZEN FOODS

BAGS - GARBAGE

BAGS - MEDICAL wASTE

BAGS - SHOPPING

BAGS - UTILITY

BAGS - ZIP-LOCK

BOTTLES - FOOD RELATED

CAPS AND CLOSURES

FILM

LIDS - PEEL-OFF

PROTECTIVE PACKAGING - BUBBLE wRAP

SHRINK-wRAP

BAGS – BARRIER BAGS

BAGS - CARRIER BAGS

BAGS- CEREAL BAGS

BOTTLES

BOTTLES

BOTTLES

BOTTLES - CHEMICALS

BOTTLES - DOMESTIC CARE

BOTTLES - EDIBLE OILS

BOTTLES - LUBRICANTS

BOTTLES - MILK

BOTTLES - PERSONAL CARE

PE+PA+PP (+PET)

PE+PA (+PP) (+PET)

PE-LLD

PE-LLD

PE-LD and/or PE-LLD

PE-LD and/or PE-LLD

PE-LD and/or PE-LLD

PE-LD and/or PE-LLD

PE-LD and/or PE-LLD

PE-LD and/or PE-LLD

PE-LD and/or PE-LLD

PE-LD and/or PE-LLD

PE-LD and/or PE-LLD

PE-LD and/or PE-LLD

PE-LD and/or PE-LLD

PE-LD and/or PE-LLD

PE-LD and/or PE-LLD

PE-LD and/or PE-LLD

PE-LD and/or PE-LLD

PE-LD and/or PE-LLD

PE-LD and/or PE-LLD

PE-LD and/or PE-LLD

PE-LD and/or PE-LLD

PE-HD

PE-HD

PE-HD

PE-HD

PE-HD

PE-HD

PE-HD

PE-HD

PE-HD

PE-HD

PE-HD

PE-HD

Portion packs issued for take-away meals or issued in sit-down restaurants

Sealing films on trays

Clear, printed or coloured

Sticky, clear wrapping for meat / chicken, fresh produce or home usage

Clear, printed or coloured

Refuse; Garden refuse;

Clear, printed or coloured

General purpose

General purpose, clear, coloured or printed

Squeeze bottles or tottles

Press-on

Clear, printed or coloured

Clear, printed or coloured

Co-extruded with Surlyn®

Bottles with PET or PVC sleeves

Printed

Printing ink cartridges

white or coloured (coloured reduces the value of recyclate)

white or coloured (coloured reduces the value of recyclate)

white or coloured (coloured reduces the value of recyclate)

white or coloured (coloured reduces the value of recyclate)

white or coloured (coloured reduces the value of recyclate)

No facility to separate different materials; 

Separation of different materials not possible

Contamination and hygiene principles

High levels of contamination

Contamination 

Recycle with container

Residual contents could be excessive

Residual contents could be excessive

Residual contents could be excessive

PRODUCT / COMPONENT MATERIAL
RECYCLE

NOT RECYCLED OTHER COMMENTS AND NOTES
MARKET SECTOR / ATTACHMENTS / DECORATION /
SLEEVES  / COLOUR / NOTES

No sorting or washing capacity;
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BOTTLES wITH DISPENSERS

CLOSURES, CAPS, SCREw TOPS

CRATES

CRATES

DISPENSERS

DRUMS - BLOwPACK

DRUMS - CHEMICALS

DRUMS - DAIRY

DRUMS - DOMESTIC CARE

DRUMS - EDIBLE OIL

DRUMS - FOOD RELATED

DRUMS - LUBRICANTS

DRUMS - PERSONAL CARE

JARS

NETTING - FRESH PRODUCE BAGS

PALLETS

TOTTLES - FOOD RELATED

TOTTLES - PERSONAL CARE

TUBES - PERSONAL CARE

CAP LINERS

CAP LINERS

PROTECTIVE PACKAGING - FOAM wRAP

PORTION PACKS (MARGARINE, JAM, ETC.)

PORTION PACKS (MARGARINE, JAM, ETC.)

BOTTLE, JAR, LID, DRUM, BLISTER, BASE

CUP, SHEET, TRAY/PUNNET, TUB/POT

ANY FORMAT OR PRODUCT

AEROSOL

BARREL/DRUM/KEG

BLISTER OR BASE

CAN, TIN, BOTTLE

CUP, JAR, LID

PARTITION/FITTMENT, SHEET

STRAP, BAND, NETTING

TAG

PE-HD

PE-HD

PE-HD

PE-HD

PE-HD

PE-HD

PE-HD

PE-HD

PE-HD

PE-HD

PE-HD

PE-HD

PE-HD

PE-HD

PE-HD

PE-HD

PE-HD

PE-HD

PE-HD

PE-E

PE-E

PE-E

ABS

ABS

Glass

Glass

Multilayer

Metal

Metal

Metal

Metal

Metal

Metal

Metal

Metal

Dispensing closure

Old and damaged

Large – 200 litre and more

All applications

Ex-factory, industrial waste

Inside bottle closures

PP sealing films; Part of collection system

Aluminium foil sealing films 

Excluding Liquid Cartons

Compressed liquids and gasses

Dispensers to be removed

Brittle and sun-damaged

Unknown components; could include metal 

Not all recyclers have shredding equipment

Residual contents could be excessive

Residual contents could be excessive

Residual contents could be excessive

Recycle with container

Residual contents could be excessive

Too small to be picked from solid waste stream

PRODUCT / COMPONENT MATERIAL
RECYCLE

NOT RECYCLED OTHER COMMENTS AND NOTES
MARKET SECTOR / ATTACHMENTS / DECORATION /
SLEEVES  / COLOUR / NOTES
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TRAY/PUNNET, POT/TUB

LIQUID CARTON

CARD, BOx, LID, PARTITION/FITMENT

SHEET, SLEEVE, TAG, TRAY/PUNNET

BAG/SACK, CARD, CARTON/BOx, CUP, LID

PARTITION/FITMENT, SHEET, SLEEVE, TAG

TRAY/PUNNET, wRAP

BAG, CARD, LID, PARTITION/FITMENT

SACK, SHEET, SLEEVE, TAG, wRAP

CUP, PARTITION/FITMENT, SHEET

TRAY/PUNNET, TUB/POT

Metal

Composite / Multi material

Paper, corrugated

Paper, corrugated

Paper, solid board

Paper, solid board

Paper, solid board

Paper

Paper

Paper, pulp

Paper, pulp

Comprised of fibre, plastic and metal used for containing liquids and dry foods

Dry and uncontaminated

Dry and uncontaminated

Dry and uncontaminated

Dry and uncontaminated

Dry and uncontaminated

Dry and uncontaminated

Dry and uncontaminated

Dry and uncontaminated

Dry and uncontaminated

Any paper packaging that is contaminated or wet, such

PRODUCT / COMPONENT MATERIAL
RECYCLE

NOT RECYCLED OTHER COMMENTS AND NOTES
MARKET SECTOR / ATTACHMENTS / DECORATION /
SLEEVES  / COLOUR / NOTES

 pizza boxes, does not qualify for the RECYCLE OPRL
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